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The Monegasque Cooperation has made the fight 
against poverty, the reduction of inequalities and the 
improvement of living conditions for vulnerable people 
its priorities for action up to 2030.
Its action focuses on the 10 human-centred Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs).

THE SUSTAINABLE  
DEVELOPMENT GOALS

1993
Monaco becomes  
a member of the 
United Nations

2000
Adoption of 

the Millennium 
Development Goals

2003
Creation  

of a Bureau  
of International 
Cooperation

2005
Accession of  

H.S.H. Prince Albert II 
to the throne

2007
Creation  

of the Office 
of International 
Cooperation

2015
Adoption of the 
17 Sustainable 

Development Goals
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• �3 regions (the Sahel, North Africa/the 
Mediterranean, Southern and Eastern Africa), 
with a priority given to Least Developed 
Countries (LDCs): 70% of ODA allocated to 
LDCs

• �4 areas of intervention: health, food 
and nutritional security, education and 
child protection, training - employment – 
entrepreneurship

• �4 flagship programmes: combating child 
malnutrition, climate-resilient agriculture, 
education and protection of girls, and the 
‘Impact Entrepreneurs’ initiative

• �4 cross-cutting themes for sustainable 
development: gender equality, climate co-
benefit, inclusion of people with disabilities, 
and inclusion of refugees / displaced 
populations

• �ODA steadily increasing since 2012

• �Target of 50% of ODA directly allocated to 
stakeholders in the South

• �Assistance granted primarily to Civil Society

• �Increased emergency humanitarian aid

• �Strengthening of Monegasque expertise 
involved in international solidarity

• �A rigorous process for the selection, 
assessment and monitoring of the project 
portfolio

• �A rigorous process for monitoring, evaluation 
and audit of the funds allocated to projects

• �Development of impact assessment for 
projects with a view to improving the efficiency 
of choices and guiding strategic decisions

The Prince’s Government’s ODA, provided 
entirely in the form of grants and technical 
assistance, accounts for nearly 1.4% of 
the State’s revenue. It demonstrates 
the Principality of Monaco’s concrete 
commitment on the international stage to 
reducing inequalities and promoting rights 
for all. The main principles of the Prince’s 
Government’s ODA policy are as follows:

THE PRINCIPALITY OF MONACO’S 
OFFICIAL DEVELOPMENT 
ASSISTANCE (ODA) POLICY

2018
Monegasque 
Cooperation’s 
Strategic Plan  

2018-2020

2020
Covid-19  
pandemic

2022
Monegasque 
Cooperation’s 
Strategic Plan  
2022-2024

2023
1st Reporting  

of ODA figures  
to the OECD

2025
Monegasque 
Cooperation’s 
Strategic Plan  
2025-2030
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MOROCCO

NIGERMALI

BURKINA FASO

BURUNDI

MADAGASCAR

SOUTH AFRICA
LESOTHO

LEBANON
TUNISIA

MAURITANIA

SENEGAL

   �North Africa /  
the Mediterranean 

   Sahel

   Eastern & Southern Africa 

Monaco’s ODA supports around 
200 projects every year.

70% of funds are allocated to 
the Least Developed Countries.
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AREAS OF INTERVENTION

HEALTH (SDG3):

Health, a universal right, remains deeply unequal 
due to factors that are both individual and 
collective. As we approach 2030 and in view 
of the gaps in achieving the SDG targets, the 
Monegasque Cooperation remains committed 
to improving the health and well-being of 
vulnerable populations, with a focus on:

• reducing mortality among women and children

• combating major diseases

• strengthening health systems

FOOD AND NUTRITIONAL 
SECURITY (SDG2):

Nearly one in ten people worldwide – that is 
around 735 million people – suffer from hunger. 
In light of the many causes of food insecurity, the 
Monegasque Cooperation is working to improve 
food and nutritional security for vulnerable 
populations through an integrated, resilient and 
sustainable approach. Its intervention strategy 
is based on three key areas corresponding to 
the three pillars of food security:

• �increasing food availability through sustainable, 
resilient and inclusive agriculture

• ensuring access to food for the most vulnerable

• preventing malnutrition

EDUCATION & CHILD 
PROTECTION (SDG4 & 5):

Education and protection are fundamental rights 
for all children. The Monegasque Cooperation  
is committed to ensuring high-quality education 
and protection services for particularly 
disadvantaged groups: girls, children with 
disabilities, refugee and displaced children, 
children without family support, etc. Three areas 
are a particular focus:

• access to inclusive, high-quality education

• �the quality of education and protection 
services

• children’s resilience in crisis situations

TRAINING – EMPLOYMENT – 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP (SDG 8):

With a population set to reach 2.5 billion by 
2050, Africa represents one of the world’s 
greatest sources of growth. Convinced of 
the transformative role of entrepreneurship, 
training and employment in positively 
influencing countries’ development trajectories, 
the Monegasque Cooperation will invest 
significantly in this area. It will focus particularly 
on young people and women. In line with the 
previous strategy, three areas will be targeted:

• vocational training

• micro-entrepreneurship

• impact entrepreneurship

This last priority will be accompanied by support 
for impact enterprises in the form of investments 
rather than just grants.

The Monegasque Cooperation focuses on  
4 main areas of intervention, in accordance 
with the national policies of its partner 
countries:
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Flagship programme:
COMBATING  

CHILD MALNUTRITION

Flagship programme:
EDUCATION AND PROTECTION  

OF GIRLS

HEALTH
FOOD AND 

NUTRITIONAL 
SECURITY 

TRAINING 
EMPLOYMENT 

ENTREPRENEURSHIP 

EDUCATION &  
CHILD PROTECTION 

Flagship programme:
CLIMATE-RESILIENT  

AGRICULTURE

Flagship programme:
‘IMPACT ENTREPRENEURS’ 

INITIATIVE

HUMANITARIAN ACTION AWARENESS EFFORTS
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COMBATING CHILD 
MALNUTRITION 
Acute malnutrition is responsible for nearly half 
of all deaths among children under five years of 
age. To combat this scourge, the Monegasque 
Cooperation makes the fight against child 
malnutrition a priority for the coming years as  
a new flagship programme in the health sector. 
It is committed to: 

• �Supporting maternal and child health projects, 
systematically incorporating the prevention 
and management of malnutrition in pregnant 
women and children under five; 

• �Supporting at least one programme targeting 
acute malnutrition in children under five in 
countries with high prevalence (Burkina 
Faso, Burundi, Lesotho, Madagascar, Mali, 
Mauritania, Niger, Senegal).

In order to increase the impact of its ODA, the Monegasque Cooperation focuses on its flagship 
programmes which are specific niches of intervention. Over the 2025-2030 period, 4 flagship 
programmes with a strong impact on the population are being implemented.

CLIMATE-RESILIENT 
AGRICULTURE
‘Smart’ and climate-resilient agriculture aims to 
address the challenges posed by climate change 
whilst ensuring food security. Flagship projects 
will promote an integrated and innovative 
approach to agricultural land management and 
livestock farming, prioritising the ‘Rio markers’:

• �Climate change mitigation (i.e. the reduction  
or capture of greenhouse gas emissions);

• Climate change adaptation;

• Biodiversity;

• Combating desertification.

FLAGSHIP PROGRAMMES
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THE ‘IMPACT 
ENTREPRENEURS’  
INITIATIVE
The Monegasque Cooperation is launching a 
new initiative designed to support businesses 
(through training, mentoring, funding, etc.) in 
order to foster impact entrepreneurship and 
encourage job creation, innovation and social 
impact, particularly for the benefit of women 
and young people.

EDUCATION AND 
PROTECTION OF GIRLS 
The Monegasque Cooperation, which 
launched this flagship programme in 
2022, has achieved near-parity among 
the beneficiaries it supports (48% of 
girls over the 2022–2024 period). This 
commitment to the protection and 
empowerment of girls will be continued 
during the 2025–2030 period, by 
prioritising access to education 
(particularly secondary and higher 
education) and protection against 
gender-based violence (GBV) as key 
drivers of change and empowerment. 
It will also be strengthened through 
support for new multi-country initiatives 
aimed at removing the barriers that 
hinder girls’ success.
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CROSS-CUTTING APPROACHES

GENDER EQUALITY 
The United Nations recognise 
gender equality as a fundamen-
tal human right. For the 2025–
2030 period, more than half 
of the projects supported by the Monegasque 
Cooperation will contribute to the achievement 
of SDG 5. The Monegasque Cooperation will 
continue, adopting a rights-based approach, to 
support the economic empowerment of women 
(employment and entrepreneurship), girls’ 
education, access to healthcare and sexual and 
reproductive rights, as well as adequate food 
and nutrition.

INCLUSION OF PERSONS 
WITH DISABILITIES
In line with the Convention on the Rights of 
Persons with Disabilities, ratified by Monaco in 
2017, the Monegasque Cooperation reaffirms 
its commitment to promoting inclusion and the 
full social and economic participation of persons 
with disabilities (PWDs).

Integrated across its four areas of intervention, 
this approach is in line with the spirit of the 2030 
Agenda to eliminate inequalities and ‘leave no 
one behind’, in a world where one in six people 
has a disability according to WHO, whether 
motor, sensory, cognitive or psychological. The 
projects will be carried out using a participatory, 
multi-stakeholder approach.

CLIMATE  
CO-BENEFIT
Among the continents affected 
by climate change, Africa is 
paying a heavy price despite 
its very small contribution to global Greenhouse 
Gas (GHG) emissions. Helping vulnerable 
populations adapt to climate change is therefore 
the greatest challenge ahead and will be a 
priority for the current plan.

Projects involving activities related to climate 
issues will be highlighted, encouraged and 
accounted for. The OECD’s Development 
Assistance Committee (DAC) guidelines may 
apply, enabling the Principality to showcase the 
efforts made in this area.

INCLUSION OF REFUGEES/
DISPLACED PEOPLE
Conflicts and natural disasters are on the rise, 
forcing an ever-increasing number of families, 
women and children to flee. The Monegasque 
Cooperation renews its commitment to refugees 
and displaced persons. Particular support will 
be given to:

• �initiatives that place them at the centre of 
projects and processes that affect them;

• �the effective inclusion of women, girls and 
people with disabilities whose vulnerabilities 
are exacerbated by their experience of exile;

• partnerships with local stakeholders;

• �advocacy for their integration into public policy;

• �awareness-raising initiatives on the rights of 
refugees and displaced persons among young 
people in Monaco.
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Guided by the fundamental principles of 
International Humanitarian Law – namely 
humanity, impartiality, neutrality and 
independence – the Monegasque Cooperation 
attaches great importance to humanitarian 
issues. It will contribute to international 
solidarity efforts by responding more vigorously 
to emergency appeals issued by multilateral 
and bilateral partners, during humanitarian 
crises caused by natural disasters, conflicts or 
the consequences of climate change or even 
pandemics, with a priority for underfunded, 
forgotten or less publicised crises. This aid goes 
through multilateral channels, state actors, 
international and national humanitarian civil 
society organisations, as well as Monegasque 
International Solidarity Organisations (ISOs).

EMERGENCY HUMANITARIAN AID
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The Monegasque Cooperation attaches 
great importance to establishing partner-
ships to foster synergies between the 

various development 
stakeholders, in line with 
Sustainable Development 
Goal 17: ‘Partnerships for 
the goals’.

Projects are therefore carried out in partnership 
with both public and private entities:

• �Local civil society organisations (NGOs, 
foundations, associations, cooperatives, etc.)

• International NGOs

• �Multilateral organisations: United Nations 
agencies, vertical funds, etc.

• �National authorities and government ministries 
(Health, Education, Population, etc.)

• �Private companies and organisations committed 
to the SDGs

Delivering international aid as closely as possible 
to local stakeholders is a priority for Monaco’s 
development cooperation. This approach 
offers a range of benefits: better identification 
of local needs, legitimacy and trust among 
local communities, locally-driven solutions, 
community-based action, non-interference by 
international actors and sustainability of the 
actions undertaken.

In line with the 2016 World Humanitarian Summit 
in Istanbul, which recommended allocating at 
least 20% of Official Development Assistance 
to organisations in the Global South, the 
Monegasque Cooperation has committed 
to allocating 50% directly, with priority given  
to Civil Society Organisations (CSOs).

PARTNERS

The Monegasque Cooperation also draws on 
the expertise available within the Principality in 
the following areas:

• �civil protection, in partnership with the Monaco 
Fire Brigade;

• �healthcare, in partnership with the Princess 
Grace Hospital and the Principality’s 
healthcare facilities;

• �the voluntary sector, in partnership with 
Monaco’s International Solidarity Organisations.
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The Monegasque Cooperation oversees the 
Monaco Collectif Humanitaire solidarity network, 
established in 2008. The MCH is currently 
comprised of 17 Monegasque International 
Solidarity Organisations (ISO) in partnership 
with French associations (Aviation sans 
Frontières, Rencontres Africaines, La Chaîne 
de l’Espoir) and healthcare centres in Monaco 
(Monaco Cardiothoracic Centre, Princess Grace 
Hospital). Since 2019, in partnership with La 
Chaîne de l’Espoir, the MCH has been funding 
operations carried out directly in four partner 
countries (Mali, Madagascar, Senegal and 
Burkina Faso) in facilities that have received 
public or private support from Monaco. For the 

most serious cases, which 
cannot be operated 
on directly on site, a 
system for treatment 
in the Principality is 
maintained. Today, 
90% of the operations 
funded by the MCH 
are carried out directly 
in the four partner 
countries. The footballer and 
World Champion, Olivier Giroud,  
is the Ambassador for the Collective.

This partnership aims to strengthen skills and 
enhance the training of doctors and healthcare 
staff in the partner countries of Monaco’s 
Cooperation. It includes :

• �Deployment of medical teams from Monaco to 
these countries;

• �Hosting and training of medical staff in the 
Principality;

• �South-South cooperation to promote 
the sharing of local expertise between 
organisations recognised by Monaco;

• �Awarding of scholarships to enable doctors 
to pursue university degrees supported by 
Monaco in Africa.

New areas of focus will be developed during 
this period, including support for the screening 
programme for women’s cancers in Dakar, the 
maintenance of medical equipment through 
support for training institutions for biomedical 
engineers and technicians in the Sahel and 
Madagascar, and finally, efforts to give a new 
lease of life to medical materials and equipment 
as part of the relocation of the Princess Grace 
Hospital in Monaco.

MONACO COLLECTIF  
HUMANITAIRE

THE HOSPITAL PARTNERSHIP

MCH :
More than 670  
children have  

undergone surgery  
in Monaco and  
in four partner 

countries  
since 2008.
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The partnership with Monaco’s 
International Solidarity Organisa-
tions is centred on the co-
funding of projects through 
a dedicated annual call for 
proposals, a capacity-building 
programme and support for the 
www.osimonaco.org platform,  
which brings together around 
sixty Monegasque organisations. 
Regular forums for dialogue 
between the State and the ISOs 
are organised to foster synergies.

The Monegasque Cooperation is working 
to raise awareness among various groups 
(children, students, residents of the Principality, 
etc.) about development issues through a range 
of methods and resources:

• �Partnerships with higher education institutions 
(the Middle East-Mediterranean Campus of 
Sciences Po Paris in Menton);

• �The Cinema for Change short film festival on 
the Sustainable Development Goals;

• �Awareness-raising in schools in Monaco (the 
Inter’Act programme with the United Nations 
High Commissioner for Refugees);

• �Exhibitions linked to events and celebrations 
(e.g. the 75th anniversary of the Geneva 
Convention relating to the Status of Refugees).

INTERNATIONAL SOLIDARITY 
ORGANISATIONS IN MONACO (ISOs)

DEVELOPMENT AWARENESS
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The International Volunteers of Monaco (VIM)
programme was established in 2007 to achieve 
two objectives:

• �To offer young people (primarily from Monaco) 
an experience in international development 
cooperation within a structured framework;

• �To provide professional added value to 
partners in the field through the contribution 
of VIM volunteers.

Each year, around a dozen VIM volunteers 
are deployed to projects supported by 
Monaco’s development cooperation programme 
(assignments lasting 1 to 3 years).

Within the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 
Cooperation of the Prince’s Government, the team 
of the Department of International Cooperation 
comprises:

• �around 20 staff at the head office in Monaco, 
divided into geographical, thematic and 
administrative teams;

• �around 20 permanent national staff based in 
the countries where we operate.

The Monegasque Cooperation also benefit from 
the active presence of 11 Consuls representing 
the Principality in partner countries.

THE INTERNATIONAL VOLUNTEER 
PROGRAMME

80% of VIMs consider 
that the experience  

was a stepping stone  
in their career

Target:  
100 VIMs by 2030

THE TEAM
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Department of International Cooperation
Tél : (+377) 98 98 44 88
Email : coopint@gouv.mc
cooperation.gouv.mc
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Speech by H.S.H. Prince Albert II,
Summit of the Future, 23 September 2024 (New York)

The multidimensional crises we are facing  
are causing significant delays in the implementation  

of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.  
Yet we have the tools we need (…) to provide sustainable  
and effective solutions to the challenges we face today.  

Let us act together with determination, for the future  
we aspire to depends on our commitment today.


